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reached it when the wave fell on the deck with a crash
like thunder. At the same moment the ship struck,
the foremast broke off close to the deck and went over
the side, carrying the boat and men along with it. Our
oar got entangled with the wreck, and Jack seized an
axe to cut it free, but, owin^ to the motion of the ship,
he missed the cordage and struck the axe deep into the
oar. Another wave, however, washed it clear of the
wreck. We all seized hold of it, and the next instant
we were struggling in the wild sea. The last thing
I saw was the boat whirling in the surf, and all the
sailors tossed into the foaming waves. Then I became
insensible."
Before he wrote his romances, Ballantyne lived them,
for from 1841 to 1848 he was employed as a clerk in
Canada, with the Hudson Bay Fur Company, and
so in 1855 he led off with The Young Fur Trader^
full of his experiences in Canada. For seventy years
this book has given joy to countless girls and boys ;
and another favourite is Martin Rattler, published
three years later.
Ballantyne was a man of the highest character, so
that parents know that they may quite safely offer his
books to their offspring; he served as a volunteer, and
he could paint well in water colours. For many years
he lived at Harrow, near to the schoolboys who were
amongst his most devoted admirers.
Born six years later than Ballantyne, George Man-
ville Fenn wrote about a hundred novels, and stories
for boys, and these include The Black Bar, which is
a tale of two midshipmen who lived in the stirring
days of the slave trade. Another prime favourite, Jff
to the Wilds, contains the thrilling adventures of two
friends in Zululand, and Fenn gave us also Fire